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A view of the scaffolding at the side of the church 
 

 

 

 

All That’s Old Is New Again 
By Heather Hise 

 

This summer, the renovation to the exterior of the 

church began where it left off last fall. According to Bill 

Essington, Parish Administrator, parishioners can expect 

to see work crews, scaffolding, and large drop cloths at 

least until early fall.  

   

Planning has been underway for nearly two years, and the 

project began with the restoration of the steeple in 2009. 

Parts of the wood structure were repaired or replaced and 

given a fresh coat of paint, while new glass and electrical 

work were also installed. All it takes is a casual glance 

upward to the overhangs, trim, and soffits to see evidence 

of the second phase of improvements, led by crews from 

D&M Masonry. 

    Continued on page 7 

In May, the Parish Council approved a new Mission Statement.  Developed through 

prayer and discernment, this new Mission Statement will challenge us to make this the 

vision for the community of the Church of the Holy Spirit.  

    

Mission Statement 

 

We are the Church of the Holy Spirit; a center of Catholic life rooted in  

sacred tradition and nourished by the Sacraments. 

 

We are people of Faith, challenged by the Holy Spirit to celebrate joyfully, 

 serve generously, evangelize respectfully, and be an accepting and vital parish. 

 

Energized by God’s Word and the Eucharist,  

we strive to become true followers of Christ. 
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The Role of Laity in the work of Vocations 
By Christopher Rhodes 

Seminarian for the Archdiocese of Louisville 

 

 

 VENERABLE POPE JOHN PAUL II released a post-

synodal apostolic exhortation in 1992 on the formation of 

priests entitled Pastores Dabo Vobis (I Will Give You 

Shepherds). The document served as the capstone to the 

eighth general assembly of the Synod of Bishops, which had 

as its theme, “The Formation of Priests in Circumstances of 

the Present Day.” Trusting in the Holy Spirit, the bishops 

sought to discern the signs of the times, reflect on the identity 

of the priest, and reaffirm everyone‟s unique role in nurturing 

priestly vocations. 

 The Holy Father makes it clear that the ultimate 

responsibility of promoting and sustaining vocations toward 

the priesthood falls upon the bishop and clergy but in a 

particular way this task also falls on the lay faithful. 

 In this document the Holy Father reminds us that we 

all are responsible for fostering vocations, especially within 

the Christian family. Pope John Paul II mentions that the 

Christian family is the domestic Church. The Christian family 

should continue to take responsibility in conforming the 

hearts and minds of the youth to that of Christ. If there is a 

shortage of men to proclaim, “Behold the Lamb of God,” it is 

only because the Christian family has not sown the vocational 

seed of “Here, I am.” In the Church we continue to pray for 

priestly vocations, but for the most part we look to the sons of 

other families rather than our own. In other words, the 

Christian family must allow themselves to become handmaids 

of the Lord, imitating the womb of Mary, to bear Christ to the 

world. 

Apart from the duty of the lay faithful and the 

bishops to foster vocations, much trust is given to seminaries 

in preparing men for the sacrament of Holy Orders. As you 

may know, considerable attention is given to Pastores Dabo 

Vobis in developing programs for priestly formation and 

evaluating seminarians as they progress toward ordination. 

 Pastores Dabo Vobis articulates the four areas of 

priestly formation (chapter 5). The four areas are: 

 

    Human Formation is considered the basis of all 

priestly formation. This area of formation ensures that 

the one seeking to be in persona Christi is “a bridge 

not an obstacle” for others and is “educated to love 

the truth, to be loyal, to respect every person, to have 

a sense of justice.” 

    

   Spiritual Formation allows the seminarian to 

develop a deep intimate relationship with God, to live 

in communion with Christ through the work of the 

Holy Spirit expressed and rooted in Catholic 

Tradition and Scripture. As a consequence, the 

seminarian is able to communicate the message and 

mystery of Christ to all and to seek Christ in all. 

 

 Intellectual Formation trains young men to be good 

evangelizers who are able to effectively teach the 

truths found in scripture, and answer questions of 

Faith. 

 

Pastoral Formation aids the seminarian to develop a 

character of charity in communion with Christ to 

better be able to take care of the people of God. 

 

 Aware of these four areas of formation, the laity of the 

Archdiocese of Louisville must seek ways to assist bishops, 

pastors, and seminaries in ensuring that all young men in 

formation are “bridges” for Christ, and not obstacles, by 

suggesting ways by which seminarians can learn more in the 

areas of spirituality, preaching, evangelizing, and pastoral 

care. In cooperation with competent individuals and Church 

institutions, parishes should assist in developing formative 

opportunities that will educate future priests about life and 

ministry. 

In conclusion, the laity‟s mission concerning 

vocations is laboring to make a concrete contribution to the 

present and future wellbeing of candidates preparing for the 

priesthood and religious life.  

   3ÅÅ #ÈÒÉÓȭÓ ÂÉÏÇÒÁÐÈÙ ÏÎ ÐÁÇÅ χ
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Christopher S. Rhodes is a native of Dallas, Texas, studying for the Archdiocese of Louisville and the Archdiocese 

of Military Service at the Catholic University of America‟s National Seminary Theological College. Before entering 

seminary, Mr. Rhodes obtained a B.A. in Economics from Morehouse College, received a presidential commission to 

the United States Army as an Infantry Officer and Finance Officer for the Department of Defense with experience in 

Military Operations, Intelligence, Personnel Management, Logistics, and as Headquarters Detachment Commander.  

 

                          ,  

               Chris has been on assignment at Holy Spirit  

                         for twelve weeks this summer 

 

 He started his seminary training in the fall of 2005 obtaining an M.A. in Philosophy from Saint Meinrad School of 

Theology. In addition to seminary training, Chris serves as advisor to the USCCB as President of the National Black 

Catholic Seminarians Association. Mr. Rhodes, God willing, will be ordained for the Archdiocese of Louisville as 

Deacon in April 2011, priest in June 2012, and continue service to the military as a Catholic Chaplain at the rank of 

Captain with the Kentucky National Guard.  

 

      

Karen Electra        

Christianson  
Organist  

 
FINE ARTS SERIES  

 
20th Anniversary Recital of  

the Rev. Joseph M. McGee  

Memorial Pipe Organ  

 

       The recital is free and open to all  

       September 26, 2010 at 3:00 p.m.  

         Reception in the Rotunda  
         Following the Concert  
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You Are Invited To  
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

The Holy Spirit Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 

is excited to introduce Market Day to the Holy Spirit 

community.  Market Day has been in operation since 

1975 and will provide a valuable fundraising 

mechanism for our school. 

 

Each month, as a participating Market Day school, 

restaurant–quality food products, from the same 

vendors that supply many upscale restaurants, will be 

available for purchase.  Market Day products are 

competitively priced and they have many products to 

fit your needs, including those with low calories, no 

preservatives, artificial flavors or colors.  AND the 

best part is that our school will earn profit on  

your purchases. 

 

The Holy Spirit PTO provides many valuable 

services and essential materials and programs for our 

teachers and our school and money raised will 

continue to support our school and keep 

administrative costs down.  The great part about the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Market Day program is that we can earn this money 

without our students going door-to-door, without 

purchasing products we wouldn‟t ordinarily 

purchase, and with the knowledge that all the 

products are of exceptional quality and covered by a 

100% Satisfaction Guarantee! 

 

Holy Spirit‟s Market Day will be the THIRD 

WEDNESDAY of each month with orders due by 

the Friday before.  Our first Market Day pick up will 

be September 15
th 

and your order must be placed by 

September 10
th

.  Pickups will be in the meeting 

rooms from 1:45 pm until 2:15 pm, and in order to 

prevent conflicts with car pool, again from 2:45 pm 

to 6:00 pm.  Orders can be conveniently placed and 

paid for online at www.marketday.com and our Holy 

Spirit account # is 28335.  In addition, when you 

register your email address online, you will receive 

reminders to order and special offers for products. 

 

Please give Market Day a try.  We are confident that 

this fundraising program will not only benefit our 

school and the programs we support, but will also 

benefit you as a customer.  If you have any questions 

concerning Market Day, please contact Karen Blake 

at 894-9820. 

 

Upcoming PTO Events  
 

August  1ñKindergarten Family Picnic  

10ñMovie Night with the Falcons  

 10ñChick-Fil -A Night  

12ñNew Family Orientation  

 18ñòBoo Hoo Ya Hoo Breakfastó 

 26ñPTOñBack to School Night  

September  25ñTrivia Night  

October  16ñTrunk or Treat  

 
Be sure to check the Holy Spirit School Website for up to date information!  

 

http://www.marketday.com/
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Youth Ministry Activities 
By Karen Blake 

 
The calendar continues to be full for those involved in the Holy Spirit and Holy Trinity youth ministries 

thanks to Mr. John Brockmeier.  Regular youth drop-ins continued over the summer for both Junior High and High 

School students.  In addition, many other events were planned.  Summarized below are just a few of the events that 

occurred over the summer and are planned for the fall.  More detailed information can be obtained from the parish 

website or by contacting John Brockmeier (jbrockmeier@hspirit.org or (502)893-3982 ext. 712).  

 

 June 15
th
-Kings Island:  The youth spent the day at Kings Island. 

 June 30
th
-Atria Springdale Assisted Living Home: The youth were invited to spend some time with 

the senior citizens where they sang karaoke, handed out ice cream sandwiches, and took part in a 

bowling challenge. 

 July 12-16-Christian Leadership Institute:  High school youth gathered at the Flaget Center for the 

week to learn about leadership in the church. 

 July 18
th
-Car Wash:  The youth held a car wash after mass to raise money for a welcome basket for a 

refugee family through Catholic Charities. 

 July 21
st
-Family Day at Holiday World:  The youth and their families had a fun filled day at Holiday 

World. 

 July 23
rd

-Refuge Family:  The youth group shopped for and delivered the welcome basket to the 

refugee family. 

 August 8
th
-High School Putt-Putt:  The high school youth group will meet at the Putt-Putt Fun 

Center at 5720 Bardstown Road from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. 

 August 21
st
-Crossroads Retreat:  The high school youth are invited to attend the retreat to learn about 

advocacy for the poor and marginalized in our society. See article on page 7. 

 August 23
rd

-Junior High Welcome Back Drop-in:  Youth will be welcomed back to the routine of 

school at the Holy Spirit youth center from 2:30 to 5:00 pm. 

 September 25
th
- St. Vincent de Paul 3

rd
 Annual “Friends of the Poor Walk” at Churchill Downs. 

Youth are invited to participate in this event and all proceeds return to Holy Spirit Conference.  

Save this date--September 25
th  

It is the 3
rd

 Annual St. Vincent de Paul “Friends 

of the Poor Walk” at Churchill Downs:  All 

parishioners are invited to participate in this 

event and all proceeds raised will return to the 

Holy Spirit Conference to help the poor in this 

area. Sign up to be a walker or to pledge money. 

Watch the bulletin for more details.  Small 

business sponsorships are $50. Call Mary 

Weckman, Conference President,  897-2762 for 

more details. Be sure to visit the sign up table 

during Coffee & Donuts September  19
th

.  

 

 

mailto:jbrockmeier@hspirit.org
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Parishioner Profile : Ann Owens 

 
By John Barako 

 

If you admire the landscaping on the parish 

grounds, the attractiveness of the church and 

altar, including the seasonal decorations and 

flowers, you‟re often admiring the efforts of 

Ann Owens. 

 

Ann was born in Louisville and spent her 

formative years in the West End.  As a 

youngster living on Southwestern Parkway, just 

across the street from Shawnee Park, she and 

her friends had playing fields, basketball courts, 

tennis courts and the beauty of nature readily 

available to them.  Ann attended St. Columba 

school at 36
th

 and Market, went on to 

Presentation Academy downtown and graduated 

from Nazareth College (which merged with and 

became Spalding University in 1971), earning 

her Bachelor of Science in Nursing in 1962. 

 

Ann‟s nursing career spanned approximately 40 

years.  She spent 35 years as a medical/surgical 

nurse at Methodist Hospital and moved to 

Norton Hospital upon Methodist‟s acquisition 

by Norton.  She worked for five years at Norton 

before retiring.  Ann enjoyed the interaction she 

had with patients on the Medical/Surgical 

floors.   

 

 

Ann began attending Holy Spirit in the early 

1970s, after a friend was married at the church.  

Ann attended the wedding, was captivated by 

the church, and became a parishioner shortly 

thereafter.  Over the years, Ann has seen 

significant changes to the Holy Spirit campus, 

including new/renovated buildings and 

enhancements to the grounds.  Ann has been 

very involved with maintaining the beauty of 

Holy Spirit‟s landscape.  Ann also serves the 

parish as a Eucharistic Minister, a sacristy 

cleaner, which includes the care of  vestments, 

altar cloths, and purificators, and as a member 

of the committee that decorates the church for 

major holidays, such as Easter and Christmas. 

 

In her retirement, Ann also serves the greater 

community.  She is an active participant in 

Repair Affair for United Crescent Hill 

Ministries and Habitat for Humanity.  In the 

aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Ann 

traveled to Baton Rouge as part of a Habitat for 

Humanity effort to help the residents whose 

homes and lives were devastated by that 

disastrous storm.  Ann learned many of her 

“handywoman” skills from her father. 

 

Ann‟s service to Holy Spirit and her outreach 

efforts don‟t allow for much leisure time.   

She enjoys reading (history/biographies/an 

occasional mystery novel) and likes to watch 

golf on TV. 

 

Holy Spirit and the greater community certainly 

benefit from Ann‟s energy and commitment to 

service. 
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All That’s Old….       from page one 

 
“We‟re committed to doing this the right way,” said 

Essington. “D&M is certified in removing the old and 

flaking paint, including lead-based, and their careful 

repair work prior to painting means it will be many years 

before we have to think about doing this again.” 

    
Essington said the exterior trim work was in such bad 

condition that it could have been lost completely if the 

project had been delayed any longer. In some areas, 

more durable synthetic materials will replace wood to 

ensure the church is protected against the elements.   

 

Significant work is also being done on the slate roof, 

where old snow guards are not functioning correctly. A 

new design will prevent sheets of snow and ice from 

forming and falling to the ground. Gutters and 

downspouts will also be repaired or replaced, and the 

area between the church‟s sacristy and school will get 

attention during the soffit repair phase.                       .      

  

The exterior improvements are being financed through 

the parish‟s operational budget and will not contribute to 

the $1.5 million debt acquired during the construction of 

the rotunda, colonnade, and the school‟s junior high 

wing and cafeteria, which were completed in 2002.   

 

We‟re not going down that [debt] road again, so we‟re 

only going to do as much as we can afford,” said 

Essington. “This is one of the crown jewels of the 

archdiocese as a structure, but unfortunately not much 

has been done in the past 30 or 40 years to maintain it. 

We got expert assessments to help prioritize the work 

that needed to be done.”                                           .   

  

Later this summer and fall, improvements will be made 

to the front entryway of the church, including the doors, 

pillars, lighting fixtures and the entryway ceiling. The 

final phase of exterior restoration is planned for 

spring/summer 2011 when work will focus on repairing 

and painting the rectory trim, soffits, doors, and shutters.  

  

“The church is the focal point of the parish – it‟s the 

center of our worship life. A lot of people gave a lot of 

time, sweat, and hard-earned dollars many years ago to 

build this church,” said Essington. “It‟s an important part 

of our history, and we‟re doing our best to keep this 

beautiful structure in excellent condition to pass on to the 

next generation.”  

  

 

 

Crossroads Retreat for Youth 

 
By Karen Blake 

 

 

The excitement for our youth ministry 

program at Holy Spirit continues to grow as Mr. 

John Brockmeier continues to take our youth on a 

spiritual journey through advocacy and reflection.  

With the assistance of other local youth ministers, 

John is finalizing the plans for Holy Spirit and Holy 

Trinity youth for the Crossroads Retreat program.  

The retreat will be held on Saturday, August 21
st
 

from 9 am to 6/7 pm and is open to all high school 

youth.   

 

Through this Crossroads Retreat program the 

youth will learn about advocacy for the poor and 

marginalized.  They will learn about the poor and 

the lifestyles that they live.  This awareness for the 

youth will help them understand the issues of social 

justice and guide them in future advocacy for those 

in our society who need them.  But, most 

importantly, it will teach the youth to see the poor 

and marginalized as children of God. 

 

Once all of the costs and plans for the retreat 

have been finalized, information will be distributed 

via the bulletin, email, facebook (HolyTrinitySpirit 

YouthGroup), and fliers in the church rotunda.  

And, as always, chaperones for all youth events and 

gatherings are encouraged and welcome.  Please 

contact John Brockmeier (jbrockmeier@hspirit.org 

or (502)893-3982 ext. 712) for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor and Layout:     Essie Reilly 

 

Writers: 

 

John Barako, Karen Blake, Heather Hise,  

David Snawder 

 

Do you have an idea for a Spirit Newsletter 

article? Is there a parishioner you would 

nominate for a „Parishioner Profile‟? If so, call 

or email Essie Reilly at 893-3982 or 

ereilly@hspirit.org 

mailto:jbrockmeier@hspirit.org
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Keeping Up With the Parish 
 

   

 

      

 

Remember those who have died and  

were buried from Holy Spirit: 
 

 Jack Barry Zeller, died May 4 

 

 Bill Blankenstein, died May 13 

 

 Doris Peveler, died June 10 

 

 Gretchen Kaiser, died June 16 

 

 Catherine Nalley, died June 18 

 

 John M. Howard, died July 24           

 Congratulations to our  

 newly married couples: 
 

Kristen Villier Stebbins and  

Joel Levon Wallace, married on May 21 

 

Anne Stewart Huter and  

Dane Jordan Little, married on June 5 

 

Andrea Jane Gordon and  

Mark Franklin Ruley, married on July 10 

 

Ashley Catherine Brown and  

Jason Chatman Tant, married on July 16
 

 

Welcome to these families who are new to the parish: 
 

Ashley Blackburn 

Matthew and Emily David, with children Lucas and 

Thomas 

Dan and Sarah Droppelman with Mary Alice 

Matthew Hearn and Tessa Cook 

Greg and Polly Hill with Chase and Riley 

Nick and Holly Spiegl with Victoria 

Timothy and Laura Wissing with Jack and Luke 

Coy Zerhusen and Sarah Burger 

Todd and Saundra Koesters with Katie 

Scott and Kate LaJoie with Harrison and Andrew 

John and Julie Harris with Alexandra, Stephen, 

Andrew and Matthew 

Lee and Leslie Droppelman with Addison 

Joseph and Barbara MacDonald with Joey and 

Noah 

Joseph Coke 

Michael and Laura Jones with Henry and Afton 

Putney, and William Jones 

David and Emily Conover with Parker, Porter, 

and Maggie 

Melissa Mershon 

Megan O’Brien
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